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This was a book of highly specialized engineering formulas and tables that 
had been out of print for decades, "Inductance Calculation," by Frederick 
Grover.  After years of library renewals and checking the used book 
market, it became clear that copies of Grover were rare, and the two that I 
had seen come available were both snapped up before I could buy them. 
 
We contacted the publisher, who would have been happy to approve our 
making a photocopy, but their records did not convince them that they still 
held the rights.  Accordingly they only gave us a highly qualified approval 
to copy it (see attachment). 
 
On further pursuit, of which I have lost my own records, we found that the 
ISA (Instrument Society of America) was trying to reprint this handbook 
through Dover.  If I recall correctly, Dover could not publish until ISA 
could certify approval by the copyright owner.  ISA determined the 
ownership had reverted to Grover's estate.  The estate executor (or agent?) 
would not respond to ISA’s requests, so ISA abandoned the project. 
 
This left me neither with permission to copy, nor a way to buy a reprint, 
which would have been best for me.  I took the risk of photocopying it 
anyway, with the qualified approval of the original publisher.  I have 
attached a photocopy of the first three pages of the copy I made. 
 
While rather specialized and obscure, to date this is the only compiled 
source of these kinds of data, and it is unconscionable that its accessibility 
is so arbitrarily limited by existing laws.  This example highlights a flaw 
in the current copyright codes that hinders technical advancement in the 
United States.  I urge that this flaw be remedied. 
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